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Rhetorical Situation 
	According to Bitzer, the rhetorical situation is the context in which the speaker or the writer creates a rhetorical discourse. In other words, the speaker sees the need to change reality and can be effected through a rhetorical discourse. A rhetorical situation can be defined as an act which is rhetorical and made up of a medium e.g. speech, rhetoric i.e. the speaker and the issue i.e. Exigence. A good example given in the article is on the first page about Ken Documentary film. “Among its more appealing features are the interviews with writers and historians like Shelby Foote and Barbara Fields, who provide the background information and interpretation necessary to transform battles, speeches, and letters from dry historical data into a human drama of characters, intentions, and limitations.”  Another example is given on page 275 about the public debates in the local newspapers on a nearby resort hotel, which occupied a forest recreation zone and prohibited businesses and their signs. In this case, the medium are the stories, the speakers are the owners of the resort, and the .In this excerpt, we have the interviews/speeches as the medium, the historians as the rhetoric and the issue, which is transforming battles and provides explanation on why the issue is the permit. In conclusion, we can define a rhetorical situation as a set of related factors whose interaction creates and controls a discourse.
	 In response to rhetorical situation, Grant-Davie provides the background information and interpretation necessary to transform battles, speeches, and letters from dry historical data into a human drama of characters, intentions, and limitations (p.264). On the other hand, Bitzer views rhetorical situation specifically as “a complex of persons, events, objects, and relations presenting an actual or potential Exigence, which can be completely or partially removed if discourse, introduced into the situation, can so constrain human decision or action as to bring about the significant modification of the Exigence (p.265). Richard vatz, however, challenges Bitzer’s assumption that the rhetor's response is controlled by the situation and that situations do not exist without rhetors. Vatz states that rhetors create rather than discover rhetorical situations and that rhetors not only answer the question but they also ask it (p. 265). In summary, Bitzer, Vatz, and Consigny together, define a rhetorical situation as a set of related factors whose interaction creates and controls a discourse. However, such a general definition is better understood if the constituents of situation is examined (p. 266). 

